
STRATEGIC NUCLEAR AND ENERGY BOARD 171219

Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) and Sellafield Ltd Integrated 
Waste Management Strategies

LEAD OFFICER: Pat Graham, Chief Executive Officer
REPORT AUTHOR: Rob Ward, Nuclear Sector Development Manager

Summary:

This paper presents an overview of the respective NDA and Sellafield Ltd Integrated Waste 
Management Strategies. Members of the Board will receive presentations on this topic from 
representatives from the NDA and Sellafield Ltd.

Recommendation:

1. That members observe presentations on the NDA and Sellafield Ltd Integrated Waste 
Management Strategies.

1. Introduction

1.1. The Sellafield site is host to a significant proportion of the UK’s radioactive waste, 
spent fuels and nuclear materials, and will eventually hold circa 85% of the UK 
radioactive waste inventory.

1.2. Copeland also hosts the UK’s Low Level Waste Repository, a strategic national asset 
for disposal of low level radioactive waste.

1.3. Given the Council’s position as a nuclear local authority, it is our duty to represent our 
community’s social, environmental and economic interests in local and national 
developments related to radioactive waste management.

2. NDA Integrated Waste Management Strategy

2.1. On 16th September, the NDA published an Integrated Waste Management (IWM) 
Strategy. This follows a 2018 consultation, to which the Council responded. The 
Strategy seeks to “ensure that wastes are managed in a manner that protects people 
and the environment, now and in the future, and in ways that comply with 
government policies and provide value for money”.

2.2. The Strategy document is available via the following link and a hard copy will be made 
available to members on request:

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-radioactive-waste-
management-strategy 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-radioactive-waste-management-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-radioactive-waste-management-strategy


3. Sellafield Integrated Waste Strategy

3.1. The end of reprocessing operations in 2020 signifies a change of mission at Sellafield, 
refocusing towards high hazard and risk reduction initially and then broadfront 
decommissioning and site remediation. In a post-reprocessing environment, waste is 
no longer a tactical consideration, but will become the main product produced on the 
site. Spent fuels and nuclear materials will continue to be managed for many decades, 
and significant construction work will also continue on the site.

3.2. Sellafield Ltd has recently produced an Integrated Waste Strategy, which reflects this 
transition and implements the NDA strategy in the context of the Sellafield site.

3.3. The full strategy is not publically availably but an executive summary will be shared 
with members.

4. Member Presentations

4.1. Members will receive presentations from the NDA Strategy Lead for Waste 
Management and Sellafield Ltd Head of IWM Programme, followed by time for 
questions and discussion.

5. Council Position Statements

5.1. Members are reminded of the Council’s agreed position on radioactive waste 
management:

“Copeland Borough Council expects the nuclear sector to provide practical solutions to 
waste treatment/storage/management/disposal in line with local and national policy 
and regulatory requirements, utilising the waste hierarchy and integrated waste 
management approach

“The Council supports the NDA’s move towards an Integrated Waste Management 
Strategy, incorporating low, intermediate and high-level waste, but is opposed to the 
proliferation of nuclear waste disposal sites away from the existing nuclear licensed 
sites in the Borough …

“… until such a time as a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) or other long term 
management solution is available, radioactive waste must be stored safely and 
securely. Where this results in consolidated storage at Sellafield, the Council expects 
the NDA and waste producers to mitigate any negative consequences for Copeland’s 
communities and the environment. The positive social and economic benefits 
associated with such developments will be proportionate to the critical national 
service that the Borough continues to provide.

“The Council remains concerned at the incremental approach to Sellafield becoming 
the national consolidation site for the long-term storage of high-level wastes until a 
GDF is provided, a position that this Council has not accepted. This outcome will have 
profound consequences for Copeland now and for many future generations. The 



Council will seek to ensure that economic and social benefits are secured, while 
minimising prejudicial outcomes for future generations, and to ensure that alternative 
economic opportunities aren’t excluded as a consequence. In the short term, where 
interim/temporary stores are changed to permanent, long-term stores, the Council will 
expect such proposals to generate additional benefits to reflect this changing role.”


